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Building on the momentum from Cobenfy’s success, 
how has the psychiatric drug development landscape 
evolved over the past 6 to 12 months, and what is the 
current state of play?
Bristol Myers Squibb’s acquisition of Karuna and the 
approval of Cobenfy last year marked a real inflection 
point—it showed that regulators are ready to reward 
innovation in psychiatry and confirmed renewed confidence 
in the CNS space. Since then, momentum has surged: 
more major deals have closed, novel mechanisms are 
gaining traction, biomarker strategies are maturing, 
and there’s a clear shift toward precision psychiatry. 
These shifts align closely with the approach we’ve 
taken at Kinoxis from the outset, and we’re leveraging 
this momentum to advance our first-in-class treatments 
targeting social challenges and substance use disorders—
areas long neglected despite their massive unmet need.
From new targets to emerging technologies, where are 
the most exciting areas of innovation? 
We’re seeing incredible innovation at the intersection of 
neuroscience and technology. New tools are allowing us to 
examine, with unprecedented resolution, the links between 
targets, complex circuits, and complex phenotypes. These 
advances are helping bridge the translational divide–both 
forward and backward–and are turning the promise of 
precision psychiatry into a reality. Crucially, they’re enabling 
progress in domains that have historically been near 
intractable. At Kinoxis, we’re applying these innovations 
to develop truly differentiated therapies for addiction and 
agitation in dementia—areas where the need is urgent and 
the science is catching up.

Which specific challenges are you looking forward to 
addressing with colleagues at the Neuropsychiatric 
Drug Development Summit in order to collaboratively 
propel advancements?    
I’m particularly keen to tackle the challenge of translation—
bridging preclinical insights with clinical outcomes, and 
back-translating clinical insights into preclinical models. 
That means developing more predictive models, smarter 
trial design, and sharper endpoints. There’s huge value 
in exchanging ideas with colleagues who are pushing 
the same boundaries in complex domains like social 
dysfunction, agitation, and substance use disorders.
Which sessions in the agenda are you most 
looking forward to at the 8th Neuropsychiatric Drug 
Development Summit? 
I’m especially looking forward to the sessions on improving 
translation and trial design—particularly those on 
translatable biomarkers and forging clinical development 
pathways for novel mechanisms and indications. These 
are challenges we navigate at Kinoxis every day. I’m also 
excited about the discussion on regulatory alignment for 
precision psychiatry—crucial as we work toward better-
targeted treatments that address challenges across 
complex functional domains. 
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