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How has the psychiatry treatment landscape 
evolved over the last 12 months and where do you 
see it heading in the next few years?

There is certainly reason for hope – positive trials, 
reinvestment in CNS, and an appreciation that the 
status quo is not sufficient for patients. The challenge, 
I think, is maintaining a focus on innovation rather than 
repetition. Ensuring transformational interventions for 
patients with significant unmet need – that’s what we’re 
trying to accomplish with Delix’s neuroplastogens.

Following recent approvals, with more anticipated 
this year, where is the field looking next to develop 
more effective, differentiated and transformative 
therapies for mental health disorders?

Two approaches are required – the first is pushing the 
envelope on innovation. The second, and arguably 
more important of the two, is understanding how mental 
health treatments are delivered. It is certainly exciting 
to see movement towards specialized and potentially 
“personalized” approaches to neuropsychiatric care. 
My concern, though, is that this approach will only 
reach a small slice of the population that could benefit. 
Most mental health care is delivered in a primary 
care setting – not under the care of a psychiatrist, 
let alone a precision psychiatry clinic. We need to be 
working towards interventions that can be delivered 

using the current treatment infrastructure. Safe, well-
tolerated, oral, take-home therapies – these remain 
critical attributes to a truly breakthrough mental health 
treatment.

Which specific challenges are you looking 
forward to addressing with colleagues at the 
Neuropsychiatric Drug Development Summit in 
order to collaboratively propel advancements?

The importance of collaboration, particularly from a 
regulatory perspective, and the need to remain humble. 
The brain is and will always be the most complex organ 
– and we have barely scratched the surface in terms of 
understanding the underlying drivers of brain pathology, 
let alone how to correct them.

Which sessions in the agenda are you most 
looking forward to at the 7th Neuropsychiatric Drug 
Development Summit?

The pre-conference workshop on the value of EEG 
as a translational tool is of particular interest. This is a 
method that has stood the test of time in CNS (decades 
of experience and data), and combined with new 
computational approaches, we have the potential to 
make significant advances in how we think about early-
stage CNS development.
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With Karuna’s schizophrenia program coined as the most anticipated 

drug launch of 2024 and 2023 bringing brand new regulatory guidance, 

this is the year where the mental health treatment landscape changes 

thanks to the innovative development of brand new, next-generation 

neuropsychiatric drugs.Join 150+ of your peers across discovery, preclinical, translational, clinical, 

regulatory, and commercial at the industry’s definitive end-to-end 7th 

Annual Neuropsychiatric Drug Development Summit to:

Bring precision psychiatry from idea to realization with detailed 

case studies of innovative stratification tools, including EEGs, digital 

biomarkers, autonomic markers, and neuroimaging

Hear the latest in vitro and in vivo model innovation, and translate 

knowledge of neural circuits and disease mechanisms into new discovery 

projects
Discover recent breakthroughs, including muscarinics, digital programs, 

and non-hallucinogenic psychoplastogens, to treat PTSD, MDD, bipolar, 

behavioral symptoms associated with FTD, and more

Join the dedicated psychedelic and non-psychedelic workshop days 

to deep dive with fellow scientists focusing on the same classes of drugs 

and their specific preclinical, clinical and regulatory challenges

Participate in either the ‘Discovery & Preclinical’ or ‘Translational & 

Clinical’ track of the main conference days to ensure your time out of the 

office is completely relevant to your expertise and build connections

Join industry’s premier gathering of neuropsychiatry experts from Karuna, 

Janssen, AbbVie, Otsuka, Sage Therapeutics, Lykos Therapeutics, 

Compass Pathways, Biogen, Delix Therapeutics, and more as they 

address biopharma’s most pressing challenges in a collaborative 

atmosphere to accelerate the race to approval for transformative 

neuropsychiatric candidates.

THE PREMIER GATHERING FOR DRUG DEVELOPERS 

SPANNING ALL PSYCHIATRIC INDICATIONS & SYMPTOMS

Thoughts From Your 2024 Expert Speakers: An engaging and interactive conference, providing an opportunity for R&D leaders in 

neuropsychiatry to roll up their sleeves and discuss issues that we are collectively facing in 

this rapidly evolving field 
Aaron Koenig, Chief Medical Officer, Delix Therapeutics

 With notable increase in investments in mental health apps and AI-driven mental 

health solutions, I am eager to learn how drug developers plan to capitalize on this 

favorable landscape Snezana Milanovic, Senior Director, TMED & Early Development, Sumitomo Pharma America

Fresh Content from 
fresh Faces:

35+New Speakers

9+
New Presenting Companies:

Returning Organizations:

W
ELC

O
M

E

SPEA
K

ERS

A
G

EN
DA

PA
RTN

ER W
ITH

 U
S

REG
ISTRATIO

N
 

www.neuropsychiatric-drug-development.com

T +1 617 455 4188    E info@hansonwade.com 

September 24-26, 2024 | Boston, MA

Your 35+ Expert Speakers Include:

Kevin Sanders
Executive Medical 

Director, CNS
Otsuka 

Steve Brannan
Chief Medical 

Officer
Karuna 

Therapeutics

Berra  
Yazar-Klosinski
Chief Scientific 

Officer
Lykos Therapeutics

Cornelia Dorner-
Ciossek

Head of Digital Health, 
Therapeutic Area 

CNS, Retinopathies, 
Emerging Areas

Boehringer Ingelheim

Wayne Drevets
Vice President, 
Disease Area 
Team Leader, 
Neuroscience

Janssen

Patricio O’Donnell
Vice President 

& Head of 
Translational 

Medicine
Sage Therapeutics

REGISTER BY FRIDAY,  

MAY 31 & SAVE $1200

Innovating 
Precision 
Neuropsychiatry 
& Propelling 
Next Generation 
Drug R&D

Proud to Partner with:

W
ELC

O
M

E
SPEA

K
ERS

A
G

EN
D

A
PA

RTN
ER W

ITH
 U

S
REG

ISTRATIO
N

 

www.neuropsychiatric-drug-development.comT +1 617 455 4188    E info@hansonwade.com 


